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Stroud History Just south of Dungog is Thalaba Baptist Church. This is sim-
ply a church in a paddock which started prior to 1880. For
But first let me put all this in a context. In 1824 a company those who are interested, Dungog/Thalaba was where G.H.
called the Australian Agricultural Company was formed in  Morling served as pastor early in his ministry. In the 1880's
England. Just last week, some 187 years later, the AA Co w and 1890's, long before GH Morling, Thalaba Baptist con-
still trading on the Australian Stock Exchange at $1.34 per ducted services through the Stroud area, and even as far as
share. After its formation the AA Co was granted 500,000 Bulahdelah.
acres, running from Port Stephens to the Manning River nea
Taree. In "A History of the Baptists of New South Wales" the fol-
lowing appears:
Its first buildings were at Carrington, where Tahlee Bible Co
lege now is. In fact Tahlee House was the AA Co Superinter "In 1912 the Home Mission Committee purchased a block of
dent's residence. But soon after that it began establishing  land in the centre of the township, and by a curious coinci-
Stroud. In other words, Stroud was initially a company town. dence it was the plot upon which Baptist services had been
carried on many years previously. That was an enterprise
The history of Christianity in Stroud is in itself an interesting carried out by two members of the Thalaba Baptist Church,
one. The Second Superintendent of the AA Co was Sir Edw: Mr Robert Berry and Mr Edward Marsh, being some twelve
Parry, who had already made a name for himself as a Arctic miles distant. These brethren held meetings in the old School
explorer. He appointed the first chaplain to the AA Co. This Of Arts, and after two years erected a church where services
chaplain was a Congregational minister named Rev Charles were carried on for some time, but eventually the cause lan-
Price. Sir Edward Parry was also responsible for the buildin¢ guished, services ceased, and the building was removed."
the Anglican Church. Parry is described as of the "evangelic
tradition.” He had an Anglican minister from Newcastle prep: Even the oldest of the current Baptist Church members knew
the order of service for the laying of the foundation stone, an nothing of this. However, it is interesting how things work out
this Anglican minister was involved in its laying as well. at times. About the same time as | started looking at this, |
received, quite out of the blue, a phone call from the Lands
However, when it came to the official opening of the com- and Titles Office (LTO). They were having trouble working
pleted building Parry had the Congregational minister preact out title details, as they were in the process of converting the
This did nothing for his relationship with the Anglican hierar- title from Old System to Torrens Title. When they learnt |
chy at the time (there was yet to be appointed an Anglican Was researching a history, they offered to send me photocop-
Bishop in Australia). ies of all documents they had on that parcel of land from 1887
on, so that as | did my research | could clarify some details
The second chaplain, whose appointment Parry was also in for them.
volved in, was an Anglican minister by the name of William
Cowper. Cowper was an Australian born son of an Anglican Two things emerged as | researched the land, and engaged ir
minister. William Cowper was the minister at Stroud for 20  discussions with the chap at the LTO, and with Church and
years. His wife and daughter are both buried at Stroud. The Grace, a legal firm that acted on behalf of the Baptist Union
main street is called Cowper Street. By the end of his time a of NSW for many years.
Stroud Bishop Tyrell had been appointed as bishop of Newc
tle, and Cowper and Tyrell had a theological falling out. Cow One was that the LTO had no record of the transfer of the
per is also described as of the "evangelical tradition." land to the Baptists in 1911/1912. | am pleased to be able to
announce that just last month Stroud Baptist gained good title
Cowper then moved to Sydney, became acting Principal of to the land, after using it for 100 years!
Moore Theological College, and then later Dean of St Andre
Cathedral in Sydney. The other was that LTO documents show that in 1887 Berry
and Marsh, from Thalaba, did in fact purchase the land. There
In 1859 the AA Co gave land to the Catholic Church fora is also a document from 1890 in which this pair state they
building. This was opened in 1861, so early next month they have built a place of worship on the land, and that they hold
are holding their 150 year celebrations. A Stroud Catholic ~ in it trust for Thalaba Baptist. Another LTO document shows
Church history notes that quite a lot of the funds for the builc it was sold in 1894.
ing came from the ne@atholic community at Stroud.
Back to this old photo. It is clearly post 1887, because the
After that, as already noted, came the Methodist and Preshy Presbyterian Church is there. However, missing from the sky-
rian churches. line is the two story pub. It was built in 1913.

Early Stroud Baptist History Therefore the date this photo was taken is of significance for
Baptist history. If it was taken in 1912 or early 1913 then this

Back to this old photo. Is this the current Baptist church builc is the current church in its original configuration. Alterna-

ing? tively if it was taken between around 1888 to 1894 then this is
the first Baptist building. A member of the Stroud Historical
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Society has done work about dating photos as part of some At that meeting it was resolved to station Rev Jenkyn at
university studies she is doing. She and | are still researchi Gloucester for two months. The idea was that after two
the date of the photo. months a student pastor would be stationed at Gloucester.

So in 1911 the block owned on behalf of Thalaba Baptist fr However, the thinking of the Home Missions Committee had
1887 to 1894 was purchased by the newly formed Stroud E changed by the February 1911 meeting. At that meeting the
tist Church. However, the cost in 1887 had been 5 pounds. Superintendent reported on a recent visit he made to Hinton
1911 the cost was 50 pounds. What is more, they didn't{ea Baptist Church. The people to whom the Superintendent
it was still the same steeply sloping block. spoke at Hinton were described as being "adverse" to the com-
mencement of a work at Gloucester at that time. However
There is one other interesting property fact from that era. they were at the same time "strongly in favour” of commenc-
Property records show that the Baptist portion of the Strouc ing a Baptist Church at Stroud.
Cemetery was transferred in 1905 from the A.A. Co to Alfre
Yates Bowen, James Christopher Barnes and George Andi Hinton Baptist was reported as being prepared to help finan-
Isaac as trustees. At this time there was no Baptist Church cially in the project at Stroud. It was also prepared to release
Stroud. However, around 1903 to 1905 the AA Co sold or its pastor Rev Jenkyn to inaugurate the work at Stroud. The
transferred a lot of land in and around Stroud. Its centre of Home Missions Committee thus arranged for Mr Wynn to go
operations had already moved from Stroud well before that to Hinton for the month of April to release Rev Jenkyn to go
to Stroud for a short while.
Current Stroud Baptist Beginnings
By April 1911 Rev L. E. Tranter had been interviewed about
Enough of property matters for a while. Let me outline som going to Stroud for the winter months to organise a new work
of the interesting bits and pieces | have uncovered about tt there.
beginnings of the current Stroud Baptist Church.
Progress was quickly made. At the June meeting of the Home
I should first state that the only SBC minutes | have been a Missions Committee Rev L.E. Tranter reported that there were
to find are 1923 to 1931, and from 1975. 27 Baptists ready to form a church at Stroud. What is more,
they had decided to purchase a block of land for £50. They
My sources have therefore been Baptist Year Books, Home asked the Home Missions Committee for assistance to raise
Missions Minutes (I have read them from 1910 to 1950 so these funds. The chairman of the committee, Mr Hugh Dix-
far), Some Baptist Union Executive Minutes and newspape son, promised £25, at that meeting, toward the purchase of the
articles (Sydney, Adelaide, Perth, Launceston, Brisbane, M land.
bourne) courtesy of Trove.
However Rev. Tranter also advised that meeting that his
In my 16 years as pastor of Stroud Baptist Church | have health was not good and so he was unable to fulfil his 3 month
heard of how Thalaba Baptist had a lot to do with the startir commitment to Stroud. He thus asked that he be relieved as
of Stroud Baptist, and that Gloucester Baptist emerged out soon as possible.
Stroud Baptist. Gloucester celebrated its 60th anniversary |
year. Stroud Baptist Church was formed on 9 July 1911 by the
Home Missions Committee Superintendent with a member-
However, as | have carefully researched the history, | have ship of 33.
come to realise that there is much more to the interplay be-
tween these three churches than | had previously understo Affiliation with the Baptist Union followed soon after the for-
mation.
There have also been some interesting characters who hay
filled the pastorate at Stroud. Rev E.G. Huntley became the first permanent pastor of the
Stroud Baptist Church with his appointment by the Home
| want to spend the rest of the time explorsongne of these Missions Committee in November 1911
matters.
It was thus less than 12 months after the decision of the Home
Gloucester or Stroud - that is the question Missions Committee to send Rev Jenkyn to Gloucester for 2
months, that Rev Huntley had become the first permanent
Now you won't find some of what | am about to tell you in tt pastor of the newly formed Stroud Baptist Church.
Gloucester Baptist history (well not the one that | have seel
for the 50th anyway) In 1912 a church building was erected by William Marsh.
Edwin Curtis Marsh of Thalaba had been one of those in-
The first reference to the Gloucester/Stroud area arises in t volved in the first failed attempt at starting a church at Stroud.
minutes of Home Missions Committee meeting on Tuesday But 3 of his children were involved in the second, successful,
20 December 1910. attempt. Their involvement being as the first secretary, the
builder, and the wife of the first treasurer.
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The The whole of the recommendations were agreed to by the
Home Missions Committee.

Intriguingly the next meeting of the Home Missions Commit-
tee held one month later, in August 1914, records the follow-

ing:

"It was resolved that the commencing of the forward move at
Gloucester be deferred for a time."

No reason is given for this sudden but significant change, and

there is no record of any visits, letters or deputations that might

have lead to it. However it was in the month between these two

meetings of the Home Missions Committee that World War 1

Home Missions Committee was very pleased with the situa was declared.

tion and so it was agreed at that meeting that a letter of apj

ciation be written to Rev Huntley "for the splendid service h It was to be another 36 years before Gloucester Baptist was

has tendered at Stroud." formed as a separate church from Stroud, although there was
discussion about the matter in the intervening years.

By 1912 Mr George Wenham had become the Sunday Sct

Superintendent, a position he held for a mere 6 years. Att In 1926 the Superintendent of the Home Missions Committee

same time, Miss W.E. Bowen became the Sunday School ! consulted with members in various parts of the district and then

retary, a position she was to hold for 46 unbroken years, ar recommended thdStroud should still be considered the centre

then another 7 years with a couple of breaks. During most ' of the district and the minister should not be required to live in

that time there was either no Sunday School Superintendel Gloucester."l don't know what gave rise to this recommenda-

or Miss Bowen held that position as well. tion.

e i

But where did all this leave Gloucester? Then in 1943 there was the offer of a block of land in Glouces-
ter for a church, but that did not come to fruition for some rea-
In November 1913 Rev Huntley wrote to the Home Mission son.
Committee about rearranging the district.
In 1945 the Home Missions Committee decided that when the
The statistics in the Baptist Year Book show that in 1914 th next man was appointed to Stroud, Gloucester and Stroud
were 36 members, spread over 11 preaching stations. At tt should be split.
June 1914 meeting the Home Missions Committee were in
formed that the Gloucester & Stratford end of the district we In April 1947 the Home Missions Committee minutes state:
feeling unjustly done by. "The Stroud Church Secretary reported that the Church had
decided that it was not yet opportune to form a separate mem-
The Superintendent paid another visit to the Gloucester are bership for StratforeCravenGloucester but suggested that an
leading to a long recommendation to the Home Missions additional man be provided for this area for a period of six
Committee meeting of 2luly 1914. He noted that there were months. This was not agreed to and the Superintendent was
11 Baptist families there. These significant recommendatio asked to visit the district and confer with the officers earlier
were as follows: than his projected visit next October.

"1. That a new district be formed with Gloucester as the ce In November 1949 the Home Missions Committee received a

tre working, Stratford, Craven, Wards River & Barrington letter from 'the members of the Stroud Church residing in the
locality of Gloucester requesting to be formed into a church.”

2. That Pastor Huntley be asked to supply this district for tl

month of September Come 1950 a building was built in Gloucester and a separate
church formed.

3. That some one be sent to Stroud for the month of Sept

relieve Mr Huntley Some pastors - their history and impact

4. That when the students return from College one be sent In writing the history | have researched a short biography on

to this district as a salary of £8 to test the work the pastors listed in the yearbooks as being at Stroud. That has
been rather interesting, because they have been such a diverse

5. That failing the securing of a block of land as a giftat  bunch.

Stratford, a block be secured by the Committee for £25 pro

viding the local people undertake to erect a church building What I thought | would now do is to present some snippets of
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history of Stroud Baptist, but by way of some of the pas- tended.
tors.

In 1925 there is a newspaper article about a Rev E.G.
First, though, a couple of general comments and observa-Huntley speaking, as Worshipful Master, at a special ser-
tions. The Baptist year books reveal a total of 29 pastors yjce in the Anglican Church at Macksville, attended by
who have been at Stroud Baptist over the 100 years. The the Orange Lodge.
average term for a pastor to be at Stroud Baptist over the
100 years of its existence is 3.2 years, which includes oneThe Grafton Anglican Archives start their records of their

pastorate of 16 years, and after allowing for 7 one year  Rev E.G. Huntley as "Previously Baptist minister at
periods when there was no permanent appointment. A Manly".

similar calculation for the Anglican Church in Stroud
reveals the average term of a minister at Stroud Anglican
Church over 175 years to be 9.4 years.

Rev E.G. Huntley (1912-1915) Before dying at Kempsey on 25 March 1942, aged 60, he
ministered in the Anglican Churches at Grafton, Macks-

Rev Ewart Huntley was the pastor of Goulburn Baptist  vijlle, Ballina, Lismore and Kempsey (where he was the

Church until he moved to Stroud Baptist as its first per-  rector at the time of his death).

manent pastor.

Rev E.J. Telfer (1916-1919)

After his time at Stroud Rev Huntley spent time at Te-

mora and Ariah Park, 1918916, Newtown, 1914918, Rev Telfer was much travelled before coming to Stroud
and Manly 19181919. There appears to be no further  and had a long interest in Australian Aborigines. In the
record of him in the Baptist archives. promotion for a talk he was to give in 1908 in North Fre-

mantle, he was described in "The West Australian" as the
Now this was the Chap who had received a letter from the "Organising Missionary of the Australian Aborigines
Home Missions Committee congratulating him on what a Mission".
good job he had done at Stroud.

Prior to Stroud he spent 3 years at Terowie in South Aus-

It intrigued me as to what happened to him. tralia, 3 years as the Pastor of Latrobe Baptist Church in
_ . Tasmania, and declined a call to Boulder City Baptist
The internet and Trove to the rescue again. Church (at Kalgoorlie) in Western Australia.

While at Goulburn he was described in a newspaper arti- The workload at Stroud took its toll on Rev Telfer. The

cle as the chaplain of the Orangemen, and that he spoke ajome Missions Committee meeting in February 1919

a service in the Baptist Church that the Orangemen at-  received a report thathe Rev E.J. Telfer of Stroud was
threatening with a breaklown and had applied for a
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lighter sphere." sland Baptist State Evangelist, travelling throughout much of
Queensland in a specially fitted out caravan, the "Gospel
By May 1919 he left Stroud, and was soon at Temora BapA/agon”. He too spent a term as President of the Queensland
tist, replacing the minister there whose health had com- Baptist Union.
pletely broken down!
In 1953 he received the Coronation Medal and from 1960 to
Rev Telfer gave an address at the Lyceum Hall in Sydneyl1973 he was a member of the Religion and Social Issues Com-
on 22 July 1923 which was reported in the Brisbane, Syd-mittee of the Baptist Union of Queensland.
ney, Melbourne, Hobart, and Perth newspapers. The Bris-
bane Courier headed the article "'Not the Earth's Secum' Pastor E.A. Walsham (1941-1943)
Australian Aborigines".

Pastor Eric Walsham was at Stroud before entering theological
Rev Telfer became president of the Australian Aboriginescollege.
Mission. There are many newspaper articles where he
championed the Aborigines. Rev Walsham was President of the Baptist Union of NSW in
19571958. Not every Stroud pastor went to Queensland!
Rev P. Goodman (1915-1916 and 1922-1924)

Rev D.F. Coller (1957-1961)

Rev Percy Goodman spent 2 terms at Stroud, -191%

and 19221924. He then spent some years in Queensland After Stroud Rev David Coller went to Sutherland Baptist, but

before returning to NSW. While in Queensland he involvethen resigned the pastorate.

in Queensland Baptist Union affairs, including time on the

Home Missions Committee, the Foreign Missions Com- In 1965 Rev Coller was appointed Talks Officer (Religious) of

mittee, and as Secretary of the Baptist College. He also wifi® Australian Broadcasting Commission in Brisbane.

involved with the Sudan United Mission, including a time

as vicepresident of the Queensland branch. He is the earliest surviving pastor of Stroud Baptist and is cur-
rently living in retirement in Adelaide.

Rev G. Haughan (1924-1926)

Not every story is a big success story. David suffered a marriage
Rev Haughan resigned from the Stroud pastorate in Junebreakup, which, | understand led to his resignation from the pas-
1926 and went to Islington Baptist and then to Queenslantbrate.
for approximately 16 years before retiring to Sydney in his
early 70's. While in Queensland he served as President oRev A.E. Perkins (1948-1949)
the Queensland Baptist Union in 198837.

The saddest story | find to be that of Rev Ernie Perkins. He had
Rev L.H. Shakespeare (1934-1935) been student pastor at Dundas 184R16, North Manly 1946
1947, and Matraville 1947948. Stroud was his first and last
After his time at Stroud Rev Shakespeare was pastor at pastorate as an ordained minister.
Manildra/Molong 19351937, before, in 1938, being ap-
pointed the Queensland State Secretary of the British andAfter Stroud Rev Perkins moved out of the ministry into secular

Foreign Bible Society. employment. He suffered two marriage breakups and was es-
tranged from his children/step children. For a time he went into
Rev A.J.M. Howard (1936-1938) business himself and grew chickens for Steggles Chickens over

the river from Allworth just 20 kms from Stroud. He retired to
Rev Max Howard grew up in the Barmedman district in th&emon Tree Passage. At the time of his death he had no church
Riverina. His parents had been associated with the estab-association. His request was that his funeral involve no religious
lishment of the Baptist Churches at Ariah Park and service.
Barmedman.
However John "Bap" Morante, a member of Stroud Baptist when
Before entering the Baptist Theological College, Rev HowRev Perkins was at Stroud, maintained his friendship with Ernie
ard was the first pastor of Epping Baptist. It should be  Perkins, and introduced Chris Francis, pastor of Tanilba Bay
noted that at this stage Epping Baptist was a branch of = Baptist, to him. Chris Francis mowed Ernie's lawn, and drove
Eastwood Baptist and Rev Howard was under its supervi-him to medical appointments until Ernie entered an aged care
sion. facility. Chris Francis tells me Ernie died 4 December 2007.
Ernie's mother is buried in an unmarked grave at Stroud.
From Stroud Rev Howard also moved to Queensland.
The dark times
He pastored 2 Baptist churches in Queensland, Silkstone
and Toowoomba. He also spent two years as the Queen-Ernie Perkins is a dark story on a personal level. However, there
are 3 instances where there have been dark times involving the
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pastor and church that have caught my attention. | gather cutive of the Baptist Union show that the Baptist Union was

rent members of the church were unaware of 2 of these

involved in the amalgamation of the two churches in 1936.

events. Mind you, the person who has been part of the churcBtroud Independent Baptist had also sought affiliation with
the longest was only born when the second of these events the Union. One of the conditions put by the break away

was in full swing.

Pastor A.E. Tripet (1919-1922)

group was that Rev Johnston be offered another Baptist
Church.

Baptist Year Books go on to show Rev Johnston as subse-

During his time at Stroud, Pastor Tripet was a student pastorquently pastoring Woonona Baptist 198838, Leeton

and a Home Missionary Society appointment.

The Home Missions Committee minutes in February 1922

19391945, and Glen Innes 194948 before retiring.

Pastor K. Lynn (1965-1967)

record that a letter of resignation had been received from Pas-
tor Tripet, effective 31 January, which stated he intended to Pastor Keith Lynn was involved with the commencement

remain in the area.

Those minutes also refer to a letter received from Pastor
Doull, Pastor Tripet's successor and Heather Chatfield's
grandfather, stating that Pastor Tripet was remaining in the
area and was organising opposition services.

of a church at Hillston when working with the Bush Mis-
sionary Society. After many years the work came under
Baptist auspices in 1957 By the time Pastor Lynn left Hill-
ston services were also being held at Lake Cargelligo.

Therefore it was after many years in a church planting role
at Hillston, Pastor Lynn came to Stroud in February 1965.

In May 1923, 15 months after Tripet resigned, the Superinter#hile at Stroud Pastor Lynn commenced a service at Ka-
dent reported to the Home Missions Committee meeting contuah. Tensions arose between Pastor Lynn and Stroud Bap-

cerning his trip to Stroud. The minutes stédtée was glad to

tist Church resulting in a difficult parting of Pastor Lynn

report the trouble was passing. Mr Tripet was losing his hold from Stroud at the end of 1967.

in the district."

The 1923 year book reports 20 people were removed from
membership by revision, which meant that, including one
death, the membership dropped from 55 to 34.

Rev H.T. Johnston (1932-1933)

After Stroud, Pastor Lynn moved to Victoria where he was
involved in the planting of the Corryong Baptist Church.

There are two letters written, independently of each other,
to the Superintendent at the time. Both are on file in the
Archives. One was from a member, the other from an atten-
dee. It is evident that not everyone was happy with why

One sentence in the Waldock Papers states, when listing paand the way Keith Lynn's time at Stroud came to an end.

tors at Stroud,... and during a period of difficulty the Rev.
L.H. Shakespeare and others served for short peridds."
addition, the Baptist Year Book of 198334 reveals 18

However, | believe God has a lot to teach us from the
darker times. To get Biblical for a moment, much of Paul's

members were removed to the absentee role. What was this writings in the New Testament are in response to problems.

about?

A newspaper cutting is revealing. The headintpisoud In-
dependent Baptist Church, 1st Anniversain'the text of the
article is the following. The minister of the church, the Rev.

H. Johnston, was the preacher at both services, 11 a.m. ancis

p.m."

From the article it is apparent that a group of people broke
away from Stroud Baptist, including the pastor. No wonder
the comment in the Waldock Papedsiting a period of diffi-
culty".

This group met in the Methodist Church building and in the § .
newspaper article is reported to have a membership of 32. §

This matter took up a lot of Union time. Over a 2 year period
this matter comes up in the minutes of 17 Executive meeting

and 17 Home Missions Committee meetings.

Today at Stroud

The township of Stroud today has a population of around

The minutes of the Home Missions Committee and the Exec®00. When the surrounding areas that tend to feed into
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Stroud are included that would be around 1,400s a
growing town.

People retire to the town, some as escapees from the Cen-
tral Coast, which is now not what it was when they first
moved there.

Teenagers bus to Dungog, Gloucester, Bulahdelah, Ray-
mond Terrace, even Newcastle for high school.

Most young people move away for training and work.
However there are a number of these who return to raise
their families in Stroud and commute to work in Newcastle,
Maitland or Raymond Terrace.

There remains a couple of dairy farms and a little saw mill-
ing. The main industries would be chicken growing, egg
production (they are mutually exclusive), and beef cattle.

The largest employer would be the council, based in
Forster, but with a works depot and mechanical workshop
in Stroud.

The largest private employer would be the local, commu-
nity owned, aged care facility.

The Presbyterian Church is unused.

The Uniting Church is mainly elderly ladies, and has no
minister, either locally or visiting.

Pastors’' Mug Shot - Centenary

The Baptist
Recorder

The Catholic Church is fairly strong, with the priest coming
from Gloucester each fortnight.

The Anglican Church too is fairly strong, usually with a
minister resident at Stroud, although the last one moved to
Victoria a couple of months ago.

Then there is the Baptist Church, with yours truly as the
resident minister. The membership appears as the smallest
it has been. However, it must also be remembered that all
the membership figures prior to 1950 include the Glouces-
ter end of the district.

The centenary celebrations were held in August. Around
150 attended the Saturday evening time of celebration, and
around 100 the Sunday morning service (many not the
same people).

There were 5 former pastors alive, 4 were in attendance.

David Coller did not travel from Adelaide. He noted to me
on the phone that he had left Stroud before the 50th cele-
brations. Sadly 2 former pastors died earlier this year, be-
fore the celebrations.

The future? After studying its history it appears to me that
Stroud Baptist could be approaching a point it has never
faced in its history. But that is for another time and another
place.

n

John Webb, Murray Davis, John Brew (Baptist Union),
David Walsh, Stephen Harris, Ron Barker, John Bridges

(Mid North Coast Association)

Photo courtesy of Gloucester Advocate
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In Celebration of the Life of

Bruce Ashby King

6w July 1926 - 5w November 2011

Baptist Chur
Maneela St, F¢
Saturday 12th Novembe

at 1.30pn

Two members of the Baptist Historical Society
Executive both worked with Bruce King in sig-
nificant ways, and both could not attend his me-
morial service held on 12 November 2011 at Fos-
ter Baptist Church. | have included material sent
to me from both Bruce Thornton and Janine Prior
to provide a number of different aspects of re-
me mbr ances of Bruce Ki
cance.

Graeme Chatfield

Editor.

Page 9

BRUCE ASHBY KING
19262011

Message from Bruce Thornton, President of the
Baptist Historical Society of NSW & ACT.

| regret very much that | am unable to be present
at todayos service. Vel
condolences to Helen, Owen, Roslyn and Graeme
and their families who we know personally.

| appreciate this opportunity of paying a brief
personal tribute to my friend and colleadgreice
Ashby King..

| first met Bruce King early in 1958 when, as the
new Secretary of the Baptist Union, he was
invited to speak at devotions at the Baptist
Theological College of which | was then a third
year student. Later that year when | was in need
of an organist he played the organ for wigen |
was student Pastor Bass Hill.

Several years later when | became Chairman of
the newly formed Baptist Youth Departmente

of my first tasks was to work with Bruce and
Roger Peffer in drafting regulations for the
Department

Early in 1971 | received a phone call from Bruce
asking if Noel Wales, a prominent Baptist
laymen, had telephoned me. When | asked why,
Bruce told me it was about the Resclork
Society and that he had suggested my name a:
Superintendent.

Later, we became neighbours living in Burwood
and Croydon just two streets from eaxther. For

the next twenty years we were in and out of each
others homes and a warm andeaningful
relgtidrship [dgveloged. Hlai dhat we ilivgchin eagh .
others pockets for we werboth very busy
people. Sometimes months would elapse without
any contact. But over thigperiod a strong
personal rapport developed which manifested
itself whenever we met.

Perhaps the most striking encounter | had with
Bruce was in the mid
through the Baptist grape vine that Bruce had
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fiBeing born with a disablement you not only
overcame it but integrated it into your personality
so that it became part of your unique personal
identity. A lesser person might have lived life

a corner.

decided not to continue as Secretary of the
Baptist Union. Having served for twenty three
years it was hard for me to imagine tBaptist
Union without Bruce King as Secretary so |
determined to find out for myself.

| met with Bruce on a Sunday night at his It was probably the inner strength gained from

residence after church and he confirmed that it that experience undergirded by your strong
. Chrlstl n fait WhICh en bled u, o n
wast r ue . To which | repl_l I
. . occasions. 'to tur negatlves into posm
get? He responded with two words which caused
me to buckle at the knees so that | was sure that Ichange what might have been disastrous an
felt the floor shudder. Those words were devastating experiences into positive good.

iPerhaps you.o This, coupled with a genuine compassion for the

less fortunate and those in need borgafr own
experiences, and a brotherliness enabled you tc
forge long and lasting links with aast array of
people in the Baptist fellowship, with people of
differing faiths and none, andith people of
every race and colour. On this very special
occasion they join hands artkarts across the
world to salute you.

Never in all the world had | contemplated such a
possibility. Those whom | knew had been
uniquely gifted with a mind for detail able to
carry out this high profile position with graeed
dignity. That | should remotely be seen in this
category was something of a shock.

Over the years Bruce made many opportunities
for me to be involved in Christian servisach as
organizing denominational functions and rallies,
working of denominationalcommittees, being
involved in the 1979 Sydney Billy Graham
Crusade, being ExecutiveOfficer for the
Australian Baptist Bicentenary Celebration to
name but a few. He even entrustete with
organizing his own farewell.

For myself; | have appreciated and valued greatly
the warmth of your friendship, yountegrity,
your transparent honesty, your professionalism,
your wise counsel and your suppodnd
encouragement over something in excess of forty
years. To use a metaphor which is wkelbwn to
you by now you not onl
Waveso but I o that gon wehea d

. somewhere beneath the surface controlling the
It was Bruce who encouraged me to gain currents. o

graduate and postgraduate degrees and | havea
sneaking suspicion was involved in my Order of

Australia. I am now compiling another book entitled

fiMaking their Mark i NSW/ACT Baptist
Bi ographieso which wil
Bruce. The book will be dedicated-to

Bruce Ashby King

19262011

Baptist Union of New South Wales

General Secretary 1958

Secretary Emeritus

Mentor, Encourager, Friend.

When | did become Secretary of the Baptist
Union some nine years later it was Bruce who
spoke at my induction and had the last word at
my farewell.

Later, when | began writing it was Bruce who
proof read more than twenty of my books
declaring on more than one occasion that he was

ED apostle of the apos tI'hran(1< I[3)/orfj Sor aﬂlowing me to contribute to this

My more personal feelings can be summed up in Thanksgiving service.

a letter which | wrote to Bruce on tlecasion of

his 80th Birthday.from which | quote- Rev Bruce Thornton OAM

Superintendent, Sydney Rescue Work Society
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WONDERFUL MEMORIES OF OUR DEAR
FRIEND, MR BRUCE A. KING OAM
From lan Prior & Janine Prior AM, Foundation
Ambassador Baptist World Aid Australia

1953 - When lan left school he went to work for
the late Mr Fred Church at F J Church & Co.,
Solicitors in Sydney. lan's father, Rev. Alan
Prior and Fred Church were good friends.

1958 - Bruce commenced as Secretary of the
Baptist Union of NSW and Fred Church, ('F.J")
was very involved with the Baptist Union of
NSW. Early brief contacts with Bruce, for lan,
were when Bruce came into the office to discuss
denominational matters with 'F.J".

1962 i lan and Janine were married on 19 May
and Janine, a legal stenographer working for an-
other firm of solicitors, was invited by Mr.
Church, to work for the firm of the now named
'‘Church & Grace'. Janine had many opportuni-
ties to see "Mr King" when he came to see "Mr
Church". Little did she know she would be
working alongside "Mr King" in the Australian
Baptist World Aid & Relief Committee
(ABWARC) some twelve years later.

1974 i Rev. Alan Prior, as Chairman of AB-
WARC, after confirmation by the Committee,
asked Janine to consider becoming Secretary to a
brand new child support program, call@dpport

An Orphan(SAO) as an Auxiliary of ABWARC.
Alan had had a vision while in India and the mes-
sage and mission came to him from Luke 4:18
19. Val (Hampton) Wynn was asked to be Treas-
urer and Rev. John Calvert, Minister of Frenchs
Forest Baptist Church became the Chairman of
the Auxiliary. It was through that contact with
ABWARC that lan & Janine becammore ac-
quainted with Bruce King.

1975 i The SAO Auxiliary Committee was
formed and Val and Janine began attending AB-
WARC Meetings which were held in Central
Baptist Church. Bruce, as Secretary of the Union,
was by this time, treasurer of ABWARC. Bruce
continued in office as treasurer until the end of
1980 when he resigned in order to take up the
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appointment as ABWARC's first full time Na-
tional Director. Mr Ray Martin was elected to
the Committee and to the office of Treasurer in
1982.

1979 1 Val & Janine were sent on their first trip
overseas, by ABWARC, to meet the SAO chil-
dren and parents in the Philippines. It was a big
learning curve and culture shock. Two years
later, they toured all the hostels in India and Sri
Lanka. On later trips to Bangladesh, Sri Lanka
and the Philippines, Val and Janine were accom-
panied by Bruce and Geoff Parish. These were
great times together, times of learning and laugh-
ing. Geoff had a never ending string of jokes and
Bruce joined in. The plight of the poor families
and children tugged at their heart strings and
Bruce was a great help in dealing with all admin-
istrative matters.

1986 i Val & Janine arranged for the voluntary
workers from the SAO office to visit the Philip-
pines and Bruce and Lucelle came along with the
group. This was in Bruce's Presidential year,
198687, for the Baptist Union of N.S.W. They,
and the voluntary office workers, met their SAO
sponsored children and this helped all to under-
stand the appalling conditions and the lack of
proper housing for families. Halfway through the
tour, we visited the SAO program in Baggio
which was a summer resort area out of Manila on
the top of a mountain. We had no sooner settled
into the Guest House when a fierce cyclone hit
the mountain and surrounding areas. We were in
the eye of the cyclone and the rain was torrential,
blowing horizontally right across the mountain.
The tour group was marooned for a week and
rain fiercely penetrated around and underneath
the Guest House windows. Many of our tour
people came down with tummy bugs and it was a
busy time sorting out changes for dry sleeping
accommodation. Mud slides blocked the road
down the mountain and we were watching little
huts and houses on the opposite slope, slide dowr
into the valley. It was very traumatic time for
many in the group. Bruce and Lucelle were
fantastic. They kept their composure and reas-
sured everyone by their presence and experience
Bruce was walking around with a big tartan rug
around his shoulders which made him look like
the big "Head Poncho man"! Some ladies had
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books to read, one or two had some knitting but
on the whole, we had nothing to do, except talk,
listen to radio reports and wait out the storm.
After a couple of days, someone bravely pulled
out a pack of cards. We wondered what Bruce
would say to that!! No worries! He was right in
there, playing cards with the best of them and we
gleefully took photos of him in his rggoncho
sitting there with a fan of cards in his hand. |
think we were sworn to secrecy about that, but |
can't be sure!

1996 i Rev. Alan Prior died on Wednesday 3rd
April after some weeks of hospitalizatioBruce
came to see lan at homend he was wonderful
help to lan in organizing the funeral service.
Bruce gave a moving tribute at Alan's Thanksgiv-
ing Service held at Castle Hill Baptist Church on
Thursday 11th April, referring to the days when
"Alan and other great leaders of NSW Baptists
were at the height of their power, as a period
when there were 'giants in the land™.

2009 i On 3rd November, Janine attended Lu-
celle's funeral service at Forster Baptist Church
and it was an outstanding tribute to a wonderful
lady. Janine has fond memories of attending
Christian Womens' Conventions at Stanwell Tops
when Lucelle was organiser, conducted the choir
and sang solos. Later of course, they got to know
each other much better through contact at Baptist
World Aid functions and the visit to the Philip-
pines.

2011 - Bruce, Val and Janine have kept in con-
stant touch with each other since those early
days. We have visited in each other's homes.
Janine last spoke with Bruce just days after his
stroke.

2011 7 It is so sad to realize that &th Novem-

ber, Bruce slipped away from us but he has
gone to be with his Lord, our wonderful Saviour,
Jesus Christ. He is now released from the effects
of the stroke. His terrible discomfort is over and
he is with Lucelle, in a far better place. Our lov-
ing thoughts go to his family, Helen, Owen, Ros-
lyn and Graeme as they will miss his presence
terribly, but we can all look forward with the
wonderful hope that is promised to us by Jesus,
that we, as believers, will be reunited with them
one day.

2011, 12th November please accept lan's & my

sincere apologies for not being present today. |

The Baptist
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was invited two months ago to be at the BWAA
Board Meeting on 12th November, to lay hands
on and pray with others, for the incoming Chair-
man of the Board. When the news came of
Bruce's passing, | was very torn as to what to do.
The present Chairman, David Clark, was
promptly in touch and asked me to pray at the
Board meeting for Bruce & Lucelle's family,
children and grandchildren. | contacted lain
White and he helped me make the tough deci-
sion. So we will be remembering you all today,
in prayer and I'm pretty sure Bruce would ap-
prove of my decision to honour the Board's invi-
tation. With Bruce very much in mind, the Board
moves into the future with a new Chairman who
will carry forward the organisation that Bruce & |
have served so long.

My love and prayers to the family,
Janine PriorAM,

Foundation Ambassador Baptist World Aid Aus-
tralia.
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The NSW Baptist Historical Society notes the

passing of the Rev Dr Basil Brown who died on 7
September, aged 97. Dr Brown was a foundation
member of the Victorian Baptist Historical Soci-

ety contributed in numerous ways to its work. He
was a graduate of the NSW Baptist Theological
College at Ashfield, entering in the class of 1935.
Up to his passing he was the oldest surviving
graduate of that college (that crown is now worn
by the Rev. Ted Archer, still going well with his

wi fe Gwen at
Basil Stanley Brown was born in Leichhardt in
Sydney on 29 March 1914. His early upbringing
was in the Salvation Army but he was baptised in
the Leichhardt Baptist Church (now City West
Baptist Church) on 2 April 1933. He entered the
NSW Baptist Theological College (how Morling

OAmMi nyao) .
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College) in 1935 and began a long and distin-
guished career as a Baptist pastor, scholar anc
teacher. Ordained in 1939, Basil was pastor at
Northbridge, Cabramatta, North Auburn, Epping,
Bowral and Arncliffe. On 22 November 1941 he
married Madge Leaver and so began a happy
marriage that | asted
January 2001. They had five children: Rosemary
(died 2000), Christopher, Michael (died 1984),

Mark and Katherine.

Basil began paitime lecturing at the NSW Col-
lege from 19452 and in his career obtained the
degrees of BD, Theol M and D Theol. He moved
to Victoria to become Professor of Old Testa-
ment and Church History at the Victorian Baptist
College in 1953 although he mainly taught Greek
and New Testament during his subsequent years
at the College from which he retired in 1979. He
was Acting Principal of the College (1958)
and had assisted in the move from the Errol
Street College when it became Whitley College
in 1965. His long teaching career was marked by
clear and scholarly presentations with high de-
mands made on his students. Study leaves in
New York at Union Theological Seminary and in
Cambridge

were signifi

ing growth as a scholar and teacher.
However, Basil 6s contr
evangelical life extended far beyond the College.
He was Chair of the Federal Home Mission

Board in 1953 and from 1967 until 1977 was
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Chair of the Australian Baptist Missionary Soci-
ety. He visited several fields in which Baptists
served, including a term as Field Leader in Irian
Jaya (now Papua) and Papua New Guinea in
1981. He was President of the Baptist Union of
Victoria (196869) and was active on many de-
nominational committees. In his retirement years
he lectured at the Bible College of New Zealand
(1983) and from 1985 was acting senior pastor
and moderator at the Kew Church (1985
where he and Madge were loved members for

many years.

Dr Brown was highly regarded beyond Baptist

circles. He was active in the Evangelical Alliance

and was chair of the Counselling program for the
1959 Billy Graham Crusade. He and the Graham
team became good friends and he worked with
Leighton Ford in crusade preparations in Canada
in 1964.

Af ter

creasing health problems, including failing eye-

the sadness of
sight and poor hearing, Basil still managed to
read and study and continued to preach clearly
and with firm voice at the Karana nursing home

and with a Chinese church.

Dr Brown has contributed significantly to our
understanding of Australian Baptist history.
Members One of Another: The Baptist Union of
Victoria 18621962 (1962) was a major advance
t he ng

i n under st andi

of
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tional history and was complementedAyCloud

of Witnesses: Seventy memorable Baptists in Vic-
toria (1999). Baptised into One Body: A Short
History of the Baptist Union of Australid 987,
copies available in the NSW Baptist Archives)
book:

capacity for careful research and narrative skill.

and other shorter

Speaking at his funeral in the Kew Church, Rev
Ji |l

opponent, forthright, blunt, confrontational, if he

Mant on observed, (
felt the occasion warranted it. Life mellowed him
and he became one of the most loved denomina-
tional elders- admired for his courage, integrity,
compassion and faitho.
remarkable legacy which Basil has left after his

long and fulfilling life.

Many people have been encouraged by his inter-
est and support; all honour his memory and are

grateful to God for the gift of Basil Brown to our

M dlivksg, eud churcties antd bur denordinatvon. t h i

Ron Robb

(The major input of detail for this article by the

Rev. Dr Ken Manley is gratefully acknowledged)

ﬂ * k% k% %

t hat stateods denomin
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Laurie Rowston arrived in Tasmania from Mel-
bourne in 1981 to work with the Tasmanian Bap-
tist churches and joined the Hobart Baptist
church and is the Tasmanian Baptist Historian. In
1984 he wrote a Centenary History of the church
titled, 100
NSW Baptist Archives) and the following year

Years of

he compl et ed
(copy hel d) ,
Baptist church, the Hobart Town Particular Bap-
tist Chapel, Harrington Street, 183886. In

1999 he wrote a centenary history of the Burnie

ABaptists i

al so t he

Baptist church,

and in 2005 a centenary history of the Ulverstone

Bapti st church, ARPossessi
1985 Laurie has been the contributing editor of
the State Baptist publ i ca
Baptist Advanceo. Prior

nia, he had gained a Diploma in Quantity Survey-
ing (which is allied to Building Construction) at
R.M.L.T. and a Diploma in Theology at the Bap-
tist Theological College in Parkville. He is cur-
rently working on the story of the Launceston
York Street Strict and Particular Baptist chapel,
18401916, and expects to publish the book this
year. The MA thesis is available online by
Googling ASpurgeonos
Baptist Belief and Practice in Tasmania 1869
18840.

On 13 August 2011 Laurence F. Rowston, was
awarded a Masters of Arts Degree by the Univer-

sity of Tasmania for his thesis entitled,

AfYesterday

Me n :
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Spurgeonds Men: The R
lief and Practice in Tasmania 186884. (The

thesis is available as an A5 hardback of 15
pages, with index. Available for $20 plus $5

postage. For a copy write to Laurie Rowston, :

wi t RYtsea Blacg foyighy 7048dASy i n t

The thesis has remarkable alignment with th
same period of Baptist growth in NSW so a shoi
review is of interest.

The Resurgence of
The thesis is the result of a long held desire o

Laurieds part to docur

history at the time of the formation of its Asso-
ciation of churches in 1884 and to understan
how in the second half of the nineteenth centur
t he fror

entry of me n
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London, to Tasmania, brought about a remarkable

transformation of Baptist persuasion (and the for- the churches under the care of the Rev Henry
mation of the Baptist Union of Tasmania). To do so Dowling were sectarian in their outlook and made
it had been necessary to draw upon Baptist historyfeW gains. Their decline, to a certain extent, mir-
in the colony since 1834 and up to just beyond rored the eclipse of the Hyp@alvinist Baptists in
1884. As the thesis progresses it makes the connecEngland. The arrival of Alfred William Grant in
tion between the Tasmanian Particular Baptists inJ ul'y 1869 was the first
the second half of the Nineteenth Century (begun College. A further influx of men from the College,
by the Rev. Henry Dowl iVRighbegapinparnesyal thesepd of 1P owapas
College men. This transition occurred in the colony Sisted greatly by the visits to the colony of
at that time when Nonconformist churches were SPUr geonods son, the Re
coming into their own. The work considers the im- NOW their renewed Baptist theology and their redis-
pact of the Spurgeon men on the lives of previously COVery of mission broke free from entrenched pat-
established Nonconformist churches and the ramifi- t€rns. They consolidated what they saw as their
cations of our Association of churches. While 9ains in 1884 with the formation of the Baptist Un-
documenting the decline of the Particular Baptists 10N of Tasmania. The venture was significantly as-
in Tasmania, the thesis argues that a rebirth of theSisted over three decades by the Gibson family of
Baptist life and conviction began with the influx of Perth (Tasmania, not the city in West Australia).
these men from the Pas thethess seeks fojagsgss the dgcling of tg Ba
which gave rise to evangelical Baptists under the ticular Baptists in Tasmania and the rise of the
Spurgeon banner. This thesis seeks to explain Whyevangelical Baptists under the Spurgeon banner.

a number of men from Spurgeonds Coll ege, Lon-
don, started arriving in Tasmania in 1869 to begin a Ron Robb

new phase of Baptist work. It considers their im-

pact on the lives of previously established Noncon-

formist churches and the ramifications of their as-

sociation of churches formed in 1884. This thesis

argues that a rebirth of the Baptist life and convic-

tion began with the influx of these men from the

Pastorsd College in London.

As in NSW, the work of the Strict and Particular
Baptists in Tasmania had begun in the 1830s, but
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For more information

www.gemofalife.com.au

beryl@gemofalife.com.au
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This is Beryl Kirkwood®o s

It is the story of a shy young girl who felt she had
little to offer but all she was and had she gave to
God. That gift was accepted and from this simple
step God led her in remarkable ways.

It is written from a family perspective. There are
glimpses into various roles she fulfilled during her
long life as daughter, friend, nurse, wife, mother,
missionary and ministry colleague. There are in-
sights shared that were gained from living cross
culturally for fifteen years among the Rahba and
Garo peoples of Assam.

Many things were unpredictable, some not under-
stood, others painful. Yet it is these very pressures
and abrasive experiences that form and polish the
gem so it reveals its inner beauty and source of its
radiance. For Beryl, that inner beauty and radiance
is her relationship with Jesus.

The story will strike a chord with readers who re-
flect on their own personal and family experiences.
It is one that inspires the reader to live with the dis-
cipline that arises from faith, hope and love.

You can order your copy of this inspiring autobiog-
raphy from Beryl ($20 postage paid within Austra-
lia) via her webpage www.gemofalife.com.au.

oS ewmr

BERYL KIRKWOOD
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Financial Statement of the Baptist Historical Society of NSW
for the period 1 March 2011 to 31 December 2011
Receipts Payments
1 March 2011 Balance b/f 13367
Membership Fees 1995  Postage 8-48
Book Publishing 50300
Donations ¥ 1)3) Book purchase -P00
Book sales -10® Website maintenance -800
Interest I ISBN numbers 80-00
Greenwood Press registration156-00
Sub- total 2,079-46 Banner of Truth copying 98D
Sub-total 3,159-00
Balance c/d 12,287
Total - $15,446-97 Total - $15,446-97
1 January Balance c/f $120287
The Societyds funds are made up of the foll owing:
General Fund $78672

Term Deposit No 11704 $3,641D
Term Deposit No 2219%$5,86125
Term Deposit No 3168%$2,00600
Total: $12,287-97

The Banner of Truth 1876 1 1885

Following our request the Historical Society has received from the Mitchell Library loose leaf copies of
the first 48 issues dfhe Banner of TruthQctober 18 1876 to September 8 1880. This amounts to 564
pages. Unfortunately we do not currently have available the remaining issue from October 1880 to the
end of this publication in 1885. We will digitise these pages and make them available on the Societies
Website, www.baptisthistory.org.au.

When it began there was no single editor but an editorial committee: Revs. A Burdett, D Fenwick, A
Webb and F Hibberd. Rev P H Cornford replaced Rev. A Webb when he left for New Zealand in 1877,
The price of each issue for the first year was sixpence but after then was reduced to fourpence.

The editors said the title name AThe Bannero
pel 6 entrusted to the Christian Church to hol
be uplifted 6to rally our hosts and to | ead t
Thou hast given a banner to them that fear Thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth.
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RON ROBB RETIRES FROM ARCHIVIST
POSITION

Under Ronbés exp
ment since he took on the role
in 1999 the archives have
been refined to become a na-
tional and internationally rec-

ognised depository for Baptist
materials. Through his initia-

tive many valuable collections

of material have been added
to the archives. His work with

archivebs wonder ful
archives O0orderedbo

t he
t he
found and accessible to the increasing number of
researchers utilising these sources.

While Ron might be retiring from the position of
Honourary Archivist, he will still be active in the
Society. His availability may be a little more re-
stricted due to distance
tinue to many hours of sharing information and sto-
ries in the Archives with Ron in the thick of it.

Thanks Ron for everythin
that you will yet do. May you even find time to do
some of your own writing
been wanting to do.

Graeme Chatfield
Editor

JOHN STANHOPES INTRODUCING THE
NEW ARCHIVIST

John Stanhope was born in Sydney and spent most
of his childhood in East Maitland. He grew up in a
Church of Christ family. He graduated from Syd-
ney University in medicine and married Loreen at
Lane Cove COC. They served with the COC mis-
sion in PNG 196565. Then John worked for the
PNG Health Department 196® in various roles.

In 1966 they joined Boroko Baptist Church in Port
Moresby. In 1967 John completed his BD
(Melbourne College of Divinity).

In197671 he was in a
with the US Health Department. They experienced
US Baptist church life in Houston Texas (Southern
Baptist), Luther Rice Memorial Church in Mary-

O0vi si tRogerg.
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land (unaffiliated) and Guam (Conservative Bap-
tist).

ert manage -

In late 1971 he was appointed a senior research fel
low in the Epidemiology Unit of Wellington Hospi-
tal in NZ. They were members of Miramar Baptist
Church where John became an elder, and both wer
delegates to NZ Baptist Assemblies.

Late in 1980, they returned to Sydney for John to
take up the position of medical director of the
Langton Clinic, a public alcohol and drug rehabili-
tatoa facility in Sury Hillsn {Theye recameéh raesn-

a becs ofi Bpging Baptst GChareh inni681 and dave

served as delegates to NSW/ACT Assemblies.

John is an organist. He was morning organist at
Auburn Baptist Church 19832007, and now re-
lieves at Epping, Thornleigh and Willandra Village
Chapel services. He has written histories of the
Landtoun tClinic @md Asburn 8aptisth @huareh, amdl
has updated the Epping Baptist Church history of
Ken Manley and Harold Gow.

dJohhodéveotdhoenre, i anhdr €t s
membership of the Society of Australian Genealo-
gistspandadStottishhManx@mddg¢wesit fansly hystony
groups.

Loreen graduated from S
in Physical Education and achieved the diploma of
theology from the Melbourne Bible Institute (now
BCV). She has served on the state Global Interac-
tion board.

They now reside at Willandra Village, just a short
walk from the archives housed in Morling College.
Johnds <current project s
tist/Church of Christ Unity Dialogues, to be deliv-
ered at the Baptist Hi s
February 2012; papers o
early Baptist identity Joseph Kemish, maintenance
of a list of employees and senior students of Mor-
ling College under its current and previous names,
and the editing for publication of the biography of
Principal Morling prepared by the late Principal
scientistdéd program

Ron Robb
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COMING EVENTS OF THE SOCIETY

2 February 2012
Mr John Stanhope will speak on Baptist and Churches of Christ
interactions.

3 May 2012

Rev Albert Holowell has been invited to present his story as part

of the Historical Soci etyobs setl
2 August 2012

The Annual General Meeting of the Society. Speaker to be an-
nounced.

1 November 2012
Rev Dr Graeme Chatfield will speak on Australian Baptist inter-
actions with evangelicals in Eastern Europe, past and present.




